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KEYNOTE SPEECH FOR SONGEA SOIREE: SAFARI TO SUCCESS 2013 
By Nashon Kikalao, Songea’s Kids Special Envoy in Tanzania 

 
Brothers and sisters, greetings to everybody. My name is Nashon Kikalao. I am the special 
envoy of Songea’s Kids in Tanzania. 
 
I would like to thank the President of Songea’s Kids and the Board for providing me this 
opportunity to be a keynote speaker of this very special event to collect funds to assist the 
orphans and the vulnerable children of Songea. Many thanks to Songea’s Kids, the non-profit 
organization, for preparing this fundraising event. 
On behalf of the orphan children I would like as well to thank all of you who received the 
invitation from Songea’s Kids to contribute in this event. You have come; thank you. Your 
contribution is highly appreciated and will be of great value to the children for their education 
and other important needs. 
 
The following is a question to consider; why is this event very important?  Songea’s Kids cares 
for the orphan children because they are the future, they are vulnerable and, most importantly, 
because they are children. These innocent children become orphans by no mistake of their 
own. In sub-Saharan Africa the number of orphans is increasing primarily due to AIDS and 
Malaria. These pandemic and epidemic diseases kill many. Therefore the objective of this 
fundraising event is to provide education, food and social development to the children left by 
the parents. So accepting to come to this event and deciding to contribute what you have as a 
donation, you are providing love and attention to the poor children by building a sustainable 
future to them through education. The money you are donating today will help the orphans to 
have school fees, school supplies, clothes and food. We welcome your support. 
Without education, orphan young girls specifically will live in slavery and vulnerable life 
situations even in their future marriages. The boys and those girls will become helpless parents 
and pass their vulnerable inheritance to the families they will raise in future. As we all know, 
chronic poverty can be inherited from one generation to another. The master key to unlock and 
defeat this problem is EDUCATION. Education will help them to command resources around 
them for their better life and hope. 
 
 Let me give short testimonies about the importance of food allowance and other important 
needs to the children. The provision of a food allowance to these children is essential. When I 
worked as a CEO of Jirani Mwema in 2010, I visited the orphan children at the homes where the 
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caretakers are nurturing them. That day I saw one child, who was taking a piece of sweet 
potato in the morning as her breakfast; there was no lunch and even the dinner was 
unpredictable. That girl was suffering from malnutrition due to lack of enough food. 
Unfortunately she passed away while we were trying to find a way to help. This occasion, 
among other events, pushed us to insist that as an NGO we should persistently find ways to 
help these children to get some money for food at least every month. Also I realized that even 
those who were at secondary and primary schools were not performing well in their studies 
because of hunger. Some had no breakfast and lunch, and due to that obviously they couldn’t 
perform well. 
 
Another day during the rainy season in Songea, I visited another orphan who had been living in 
a loose-strength grass-thatched house. When it rains she must stand beside the wall because 
the roof is leaking until the rain stops. Sometimes the rain in Songea can rain all night long, so 
she would stand all that time because it is not possible to sleep. She had no mattress. No 
blanket or bed sheet. No net to prevent her from mosquito attack. Then early in the morning 
she goes to school wearing a worn out, shabby uniform which is not washed even for two 
weeks because she does not have a piece of soap. It was really difficult life, and I felt very 
painful in my heart. Grants from the Trustee of Jirani Mwema and from Songea’s Kids helped to 
construct a small mud-brick house roofed with iron sheets. So the orphan and her grandmother 
were released from those difficulties during rain. Songea’s Kids monthly provisions have helped 
the orphan I witnessed with such hard life to have a bed, mattress, blanket and mosquito net. 
Not only that, she is happy to have food, a good uniform, and soap to wash her body and her 
clothes. Up to the moment she is happy, clean and beautiful. The same applies to other 
orphans who are assisted and who had nearly the same difficult life. 
 
Therefore in assisting them to get something to eat and other important needs actually you 
are saving life and help them to raise performance in their studies. 
 
Dear friends, it is important to know that when you donate to help the orphans in Songea, you 
don’t just help a single person but you assist a family she/he will raise in the future. Also you 
support people around him/her and the whole nation at large. This is because with education 
one will become a resource person in the society. He/she will be a source of change, because 
education is a great component to development, and development is change from darkness 
and poverty to hope and bright future. I listened  to the orphan Zainabu Abilai’s  testimony, 
when she said, “I had hard life before, but after this assistance of education sponsorship I see 
a bright future and I plan after my education career to come and work with the Hope Village 
to help other orphans  to attain  their promising future.” To me this was very important and a 
remarkable promise. Because we assist them, they will assist others in the long run. And that is 
a great reward for what you donate; your commitment, time and money. 
 
Songea’s Kids is dedicated to this mission of hope for these poor children. Join them as they 
offer life opportunity to the children in need. Volunteering is a great way to advance a 
foundation, support an organization and make a difference in Songea community. Partnering 
with hope for poor children is an excellent way to uphold your company’s commitment to the 
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values of compassion and generosity, while working to end extreme poverty and suffering. I 
invite your business to partner with Songeaskids which is devoted to helping my people--the 
poor orphans in Songea, Tanzania--in partnership with Jirani Mwema. Sponsoring and 
encouraging a child is the most powerful means you can use to fight for poverty alleviation. 
Children right now have no sponsors for their education support and other important needs. 
An orphan child is waiting for someone to help and give hope. This someone is YOU. You can 
save a life for only a few dollars a month. 
Please donate and spread the word to your friends and families about this Songea’s Kids orphan 
program and this life-changing campaign. Ask them to donate to make a difference. All you give 
will be very much esteemed and used wisely. Thank you that you will open your hearts and 
improve the lives and futures of these orphans in need. Asante Sana! 
 
 Nashon Kikalao 


