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ANJELA:  VOCATIONAL  TRAINING  BEGINS 

Our July newsletter contained good news that several orphans 
supported by Songea's Kids are qualifying for secondary school 
or vocational school. One of these is Anjela, age 17. Like all of 
Songea's Kids who have education sponsors, Anjela is able to 
attend vocational school, giving her a chance for a better life. 
 

When we decided to feature vocational education for girls in this 
edition, we contacted our Songea partner staff at Jirani Mwema 
for more information. We asked why vocational education in 
Tanzania is good for girls and the Chief Operations Officer, 
Ramadhan Silim, replied: "It can make girls stand up alone 
without depending on anybody and, as you know, most girls live 
In absolute poverty." To be accepted into vocational school, a 
student must complete primary school and read and write.  
 

Anjela is enrolled in a Tailoring Program which requires one 
year of study. Other vocational programs require 2-3 years. 
Anjela originally planned to advance to secondary school but 
did not pass the test even though she studied hard. There is 
currently an investigation in the Tanzanian Parliament about 
this scandal because so many Tanzanian students in 2013 
failed the exam to move from Standard Seven into secondary 
school. Once they have failed an exam they are not allowed to 
go back and re-enroll, so Anjela had few choices. In 2014 
another female student who graduated from secondary school 
will enter a two-year program in Hotel and Tourism 
Management, making her prospects for employment good. 
 

A strong influence in Anjela’s decision to enter vocational 
school was an urgent need to help support her grandmother 
and siblings. Anjela’s father died in 2004. She and three siblings 
then moved to their grandparents who were already caring for 
three other orphans. (One sibling is David, who was profiled in 
the Summer newsletter.) When the grandfather died in 2012, 
the aged grandmother had no means to support the 7 orphans. 
Her neighbors have helped as able, but fortunately both Anjela 
and David have Songea’s Kids sponsors. The tuition cost of 
$530/year would have made vocational school impossible (cont) 
 

"Education will help the children to command resources around them 
for a better life and hope."          Nashon Kikalao, Special Envoy in TZ 
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 Anjela is enrolled in a one year   
Tailoring School course so she 
can help support her siblings and 
grandmother. 



 
(cont. from pg. 1) for Anjela if she did not have a sponsor and 
help from our Education/Scholarship Fund. When Angela 
completes her training, she will need to buy her own sewing 
machine, or perhaps partner with three other Jirani Mwema 
students in the tailoring class to share a machine. A basic 
sewing machine costs between $250 and $300. 
 
Each student who is supported by Songea’s Kids NGO partner 
Jirani Mwema and receives a scholarship to vocational school 
or college signs a contract that post-graduation he/she will 
donate part of their salary or volunteer time to Jirani Mwema to 
benefit the other orphans. The agreement is for the same length 
of time as their scholarship (1 to 3 years).After students finish 
vocational school, the staff at Jirani Mwema offers a one-week 
course on starting and running a business, taught by an 
entrepreneur facilitator. (Next time: vocational training for boys.) 
 

SPONSOR  SPOTLIGHT 
Winnie Wiatrak has been a sponsor for the past several years 
for Songea's Kids. She currently sponsors Anjela, featured 
above. In addition to being  Anjela's sponsor, Winnie helps write 
the newsletter for the Songea's Kids’ sponsors. She also serves 
on the Child Welfare Advisory Work Group, which provides 
advice to the Board of Songea's Kids on subjects affecting 
children’s lives.  
 
In 1995, Winnie retired from the Washington State Department 
of Social and Health Services (DSHS) after 31 years of service. 
Most of her career was spent in Administrative positions within 
the Divisions providing services to dependent and neglected 
children, making it a challenging but rewarding career. In 
addition to volunteering, Winnie loves to travel and has enjoyed 
many trips in the U.S. and abroad. Gardening is another hobby 
that keeps her busy. Being able to participate in Songea's Kids' 
activities has been a wonderful experience and she looks 
forward to many more years helping the organization and the 
children in Songea. 
 

 
FAREWELL  KATE,  WELCOME  JULIE  
Many thanks to Kate Hromada for her excellent volunteer 
service in support of the orphans as Child Sponsor Coordinator 
during the past year. We are fortunate Julie Nanda has agreed 
to step into this position, as well as serving as our volunteer 
Salesforce Database Manager. Both women have a heart for 
helping and exceptional skills to share. From this date forward 
please email questions and letters about or to your sponsored 
child to julien@songeaskids.org. Or mail letters to Child 
Sponsor Coordinator, Songea’s Kids, 3020 Issaquah Pine Lake 
Rd. SE #539, Sammamish, WA 98075.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   Angela, future seamstress! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Julie Nanda is excited to have 
found Songea’s Kids. With an 
M.S. in Applied Sociology, she 
can use her skills and 
expertise to maintain our 
large database and help 
coordinate communication 
between sponsors and kids.   

mailto:julien@songeaskids.org


HOLIDAY  GIFTS 
 
Our Gift Policy was decided early in our history to allow us 
best use of resources to meet the needs of the children. We 
do not mail gifts to Songea as they rarely arrive. Additionally, it 
creates a difficult situation when some children receive gifts 
andothers do not. The best present you can give is continued 
support of a child/children so they have a future of hope and a 
way out of poverty. We especially urge you to help us find 
monthly Education Sponsors ($27.50/month) for the 55 
kids who do not have one. Or make an annual 
contribution to our Education/Scholarship Fund. Anyone 
can sign up on our web site or email Julie Nanda at 
julien@songeaskids.org to request a mail-in form. Asante 
sana! We are thankful to each one of you for making 2013 a 
successful year for Songea’s Kids and the children we 
support. 

 UPCOMING EVENTS  

2014 Songea Soirée: SAFARI  TO  SUCCESS 

Dinner &Auction ● Saturday, May 3 ● 5:00-8:30 pm 

NW African American Museum, Seattle  

Mark your calendar and set aside the evening for our dinner 
and auction on Saturday, May 3, 2014. If you want to volunteer 
to help with auction procurement or have an item(s) you want 
to donate for the auction, contact us at info@songeaskids.org 
or (425) 961-0623. 

 
CHICKS ARE GROWING 
 
The chicken raising project becomes more exciting every day. 
It won’t be long until the orphans have eggs and meat to 
improve their nutrition, and Jirani Mwema will have a source of 
income to keep the project going. Pictured on the left is the 
trained chicken handler checking bags of feed that had just 
been delivered. 

 
CLOTHES FOR THE CAUSE 
 
Our first clothing drive during 5 weeks in October/November 
succeeded in recycling or keeping out of the landfill 5,640 
pounds of unwanted clothing, textiles, shoes, belts, pet beds, 
etc. resulting in $846 for Songea’s Kids. Start now filling bags 
for next year’s clothing drive (spring or fall). Our goal is to 
double the number of pounds so we will earn more money per 
pound. THANK YOU to all who donated, hauled, and 
loaded bags. We could not have done this without 
you!  
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Board Members Amanuel and 
Lakesha Load Truck for 

Clothing Drive 
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