
 
From your U.S. Child Health and Welfare Team: Arlene, Sophia and Winnie. (Email us with feedback on this new 
format: info@songeaskids.org) 
 
 

 
 

 CHILD SPONSOR SPECIAL   July 2013 
 

YOUR SPONSORED CHILDREN ARE THRIVING! 

  The children you sponsor are no longer hungry. 

 They no longer go without medical care. 

 They no longer sleep on the floor. 
 

The sponsored children have gained weight. They are making better progress in school, partially 
because they are no longer hungry. If sick, the matron gives them a lift on her motorcycle to the clinic or 
the hospital. Routine medical care includes vaccinations, glasses and hearing tests as needed. 
 

When they go to bed, they sleep on a mattress with a blanket, covered by a mosquito net. And because 
of these improvements, more children are continuing their education to secondary or vocational school, 
or beyond. The well-being of the child you sponsor has improved and their future is full of promise.  
Thank you!! 
    

◄ Faraja is better equipped to grow up healthy and educated now that 
she gets monthly supplies and goes to school. 
 

EMBRACING THE EDUCATION OF ORPHANS IN SONGEA 

Songea's Kids faces many challenges in providing educational support for 
the 65 children we sponsor. The children have overcome many obstacles 
as they have progressed to secondary and vocational schools. These 
schools are much more expensive than the primary schools they have 
been attending. Tuition is free only for primary schools and one too-small 

secondary school in Songea. Students must pay at all levels for uniforms, lunches, school supplies, 
special fees and much more. Tutoring costs are extra and necessary for some of the children. 
 
CHANGE IN SPONSORSHIP SYSTEM 
In June the Songea’s Kids Board of Directors approved a child co-sponsorship system as a way to 
broaden the base of support for each child without overburdening Basic Need Sponsors, who 
pay $55/month if they are able. As a result of the June 6th SAFARI to SUCCESS fundraising event, for 
the first time ALL children now have a Basic Needs Sponsor! Many thanks to all of you with such caring 
hearts. We are now seeking an Education Sponsor ($27.50/month) for each child as well. Currently 
10 children have Education Sponsors. This will help us cope with the continuing high inflation in 
Tanzania and the increased cost of education as more students succeed in entering secondary and/or 
vocational school, which are private and expensive.  The Education/Scholarship Fund will grow as we 
also seek grants and special individual donations from new donors. The Goal: Each child will learn 
skills to be self-supporting when they leave the orphan care system. Do you know someone who would 
like to become an Education Sponsor? Ask them to sign up on the Donate page of 
www.songeaskids.org, or download sign up forms and mail them the address below, or request forms 
from Kate Hromada below. Questions? Call Arlene at (425) 391-2360 or Winnie at (425) 746-2490. 
 
WHERE TO DIRECT YOUR CORRESPONDENCE 
Please write to your sponsored children to encourage them in their studies and learn about their daily 
life. Email your letter and scanned photos to our volunteer Child Sponsor Coordinator Kate Hromada 
at kateh@songeaskids.org or mail your letters and photos to:  Child Sponsor Coordinator, Songea’s 
Kids, 3020 Issaquah-Pine Lake Rd. SE #539, Sammamish, WA 98075. Your letter will mean so much! 
 

http://www.songeaskids.org/
mailto:kateh@songeaskids.org


 
 
CHICKEN COOP PROJECT 

Exciting news about the Chicken Coop Project! The chicken coop 
and fence are almost complete. The next step is to purchase 
chickens. Their eggs and meat will provide essential nourishment 
to our sponsored children who otherwise might not be able to 
have access to them. Eventually there will be enough eggs and 
meat to sell to villagers to provide income to sustain the project. 
This is one important step towards Jirani Mwema, our partner in 
Songea, to becoming self-sufficient. 

 

The new building for the Chicken Coop Project under construction. 
 
 

A VIEW FROM SONGEA 

"A question to consider: Why is supporting Songea’s Kids very important?" 
 

This is a quote from the speech given by Nashon Kikalao via Skype from 
Tanzania at the Songea's Kids benefit dinner Songea Soiree on June 6, 2013.  He 
is Songea’s Kids Special Envoy in Tanzania and former CEO of Jirani Mwema. 
 He also explained, "Songea's Kids cares for the orphan children because they are 
the future, they are vulnerable and, most importantly, because they are children. 
These innocent children became orphans by no mistake of their own. In sub 
Saharan Africa the number of orphans is increasing primarily due to AIDS and 
malaria. These pandemic and epidemic diseases kill many. The money you are 
donating today will help the orphans to have school fees, school supplies, clothes 

and food. We welcome your support. Without education, orphan young girls specifically will live in 
slavery and vulnerable life situations even in future marriages. The boys and those girls will become 
helpless parents and pass their vulnerable inheritance to the families they will raise in the future. As we 
all know, poverty can be inherited from one generation to another. The master key to unlock and defeat 
this problem is EDUCATION.  Education will help them to command resources around them for their 
better life and hope." 
 

Nashon cited the following example: "One day, during the rainy season in Songea, I visited an orphan 
who had been living in a loose strength grass thatched house. When it rains she must stand beside the 
wall because the roof is leaking until the rain stops. Sometimes the rain in Songea can rain all night 
long, so she would stand all that time because it is not possible to sleep. She had no mattress. No 
blanket or bed sheet. No net to prevent her from mosquito attack. Then early in the morning she goes 
to school wearing a worn out, shabby uniform which is not washed even for two weeks because she 
does not have a piece of soap. Grants from the Trustees of Jirani Mwema (a Songea's Kids partner) 
and Songea's Kids helped to construct a small mud brick house roofed with iron sheets.  Songea's Kids 
monthly provisions have helped the orphan I witnessed with such a hard life to have a bed, mattress, 
blanket and mosquito net. Not only that, she is happy to have food, a good uniform, and soap to wash 
her body and her clothes. Up to the moment she is happy, clean and beautiful. The same applies to 
other orphans who are assisted and who had nearly the same difficult life. 
 

He concluded by saying: "Dear friends, it is important to know that when you donate to help orphans in 
Songea, you don't just help a single person but you assist a family she/he will raise in the future. Also 
you support people around him/her and the whole nation at large.  This is because with education one 
will become a resource person in the society.  He/she will be a source of change, because education is 
a great component to development; and development is change from darkness and poverty to hope 
and bright future." 
 

(Read the full keynote address and watch the new Sponsor a Dream video, which has interviews 
with some of the children, on the home page of www.songeaskids.org) 
 

"Education will help the children to command resources around them for a better life and hope." 

http://www.songeaskids.org/

