
 
NEWSLETTER 

 

Spring 2013 

 

A VOICE FOR SONGEA’S ORPHANS 

Since 2008 Songea’s Kids has been the voice of 65 orphans 

hoping for a better life in Songea, Tanzania. Thanks to our child 

sponsors and other generous donors, we have been able to 

provide basic needs and education for these children. Currently 

we are working on increasing the Education/Scholarship fund, 

key to providing a more sustainable living for their future. A 

comprehensive analysis of 2011-2012 expenses confirmed the 

need to increase our revenue. The contributing factors include a 

very high inflation rate in Tanzania in 2011-2012, and the 

amazing success of orphans advancing to more expensive 

secondary and vocational schools. To continue providing for 

ALL the children, basic support is now $55/month. In addition 

we have established an Education/Scholarship fund with a goal 

of raising $15,000 to pay all education expenses when they are 

due in January 2014.  Education costs now average $240/year 

per child. We are very grateful for donations from sponsors and 

others so all the children can attend school. For orphans like 

Scola, it makes all the difference in the world. Read on… 

“I study hard in order to have good education. I 

would like to thank so much to my sponsors for 

helping”                                                            Scola  

SCOLA  

It’s a great Success Story! Scola is 17 years old and lives with 

her grandmother in Mshangano Village. She loves going to 

secondary school (our equivalent of high school) and studies 

intensely before bed in order to get good grades. She dreams of 

being a a teacher. 

    SCOLA’S  STORY 

Hello, Songea’s Kids’ 

friends! Read about Scola, 

a teenager reaching goals 

thanks to her sponsors, 

Mary and Jim, her personal 

dedication to education, 

and her strong will to make 

her future bright! 

MARK YOUR 

CALENDAR 

❶ SAFARI to SUCCESS 

Dinner  and   Auction:   

June 6  at NW African 

American Museum, Seattle            

❷  IndieGoGo.com 

Crowdfunding Launch at 

the Issaquah Hobby and 

Volunteer Expo: May 4 at 

Pickering Barn. 

 

 

 Scola  gets basic need items 
from Songea NGO partner.  



 

When she comes home from school, Scola helps her 

grandmother tend corn and seasonal crops so her grandmother 

can survive (the real meaning of “subsistence farming”).  

Scola writes letters to her sponsors regularly to keep in touch 

and tell them about her daily life. She couldn’t be more grateful 

to her sponsors for all the things she has achieved because of 

their help. “I have had wonderful years since they showed up in 

my  life”, she says. She is also very grateful to God for having 

this chance to succeed and prays in all her letters for good 

health for her sponsors.  

2013 GOAL 

Songea’s Kids goal this year is to secure sponsors for ALL 

the children supported by our local Songea non-profit 

partner, Jirani Mwema (means Good Neighbor). Thanks to 

five new sponsors who have signed up since April 1, there are 

now only seven (7) children who still need sponsors. But, these 

7 will be dropped from the program on June 8, 2013 if we do not 

find support for them. Can you imagine the lost hope, a lost 

future for these kids?  Please, become an Ambassador for 

Songea’s Kids and tell others about these children. Monthly 

sponsorship is $55. Donations to their Education/Scholarship 

Fund are critical. To sign up, go to our web site 

www.songeaskids.org. Or, you can contact us at (425) 961-0623 

or info@songeaskids.org. Tell a friend, change a life.   

UPCOMING EVENTS  

❶       2013 Annual Dinner and Silent Auction 

               Songea Soirée: SAFARI to SUCCESS             

Thursday, June 6, 7-9 pm, NW African American Museum 
 

Enjoy a beautiful evening in Seattle with catered dinner, silent 

auction, new “Sponsor A Dream” video and keynote speaker by 

Skype from Tanzania. Tickets on sale at Brown Paper Tickets or 

by phone at (800) 838-3006, or mail a check for $100 each to: 

3020 Issaquah-Pine Lk Rd SE #539, Sammamish, WA 98075.  

 

Scola by grandmother’s 
home in 2010. She is now 
healthier, a good student 
and is studying hard to 
become a teacher.  
 

 

 

 

 

Faraja, Jirani Mwema’s 
matron who oversees 
Scola’s care, presents her 
with an English-Swahili 
dictionary, a gift from our 
Songea’s Kids big-hearted 
donors.   

 

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/367773


 

❷ Issaquah Hobby and Volunteer Expo 

Come at 10:30 a.m. on May 4 and witness the International 

Launch of our IndieGoGo.com crowdfunding campaign to 

raise $25,000 in 60 days for urgent orphan care and the 

Education/Scholarship Fund! Be our advocate on your 

Facebook, Twitter, Linked In, Pinterest, MySpace, Google Plus 

and all your favorite social media sites. Thanks!    

Kids activities, drawing for African bracelets at our 

exhibit..                     

A fun, family-friendly event. 

When: Saturday May 4, 2013, 9 am to 2 pm.  

Where: Pickering Barn in Issaquah, right across from Costco.  

CHICKEN RAISING PROJECT UNDERWAY 

April marked the official launch of the Chicken Raising Project 

in Songea’s Mshangano Village, funded by Sowing Seeds of 

Hope of Lynnwood, WA and built on the site where the orphans 

meet monthly with their caregivers.  

The project will be the first commercial effort in this area of 

Songea, raising 240 chickens and overseen by the region’s 

Director of Veterinary Services, Dr. Joshua Mwaiganju. 

Beginning with a strong business plan, the chicken coop is 

now under construction by local laborers, using locally sourced 

materials and equipment.  

When completed, trained chicken handlers will successfully 

raise healthy chickens in  Mshangano Village, an area with 

14,000 residents that has never had this resource.  

The first priority of the project is to enhance nutrition for the 

orphans, who will receive a monthly ration of eggs, and an 

occasional chicken when they are ready for harvesting. An 

additional benefit will be the income from surplus eggs and 

meat that will make the project self-sustaining in 18 months. 

Villagers’ lives will be enhanced by this protein resource.            

 

It’s a win-win situation for everyone!  

 

Jirani Mwema’s new Chief 
Operations Officer, 
Ramadhan Silim, at the site 
of the chicken coop, now 
under construction in 
Mshangano Village, using 
local labor and materials.  

The pile of handmade 
bricks in the background 
will soon become the coop’s 
walls.  

A security fence fully 
surrounding the area will 
protect the chickens from 
prey and theft. 

 

 

 

FUN QUIZ 

What would you do on a regular 
day in Tanzania? 

What is the current season and 
weather in Songea? 

What activities do Tanzanians, 
especially those in Songea, 
engage in on a typical day?  

Check out our website for more 
information about Tanzania.   

 

 
Contact Us 

www.songeaskids.org 
info@songeaskids.org 

(425) 961-0623 
3020 Issaquah-Pine Lk Rd SE #539 

Sammamish, WA 98075 
 

 

 


