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Child  Sponsor  Special  

We are still in need of sponsors for 
ten of our children. They have been 
supported over the past year from 
the General Fund. These funds are 
now almost depleted.  
 

 
Songea’s Kids jumping rope. 

 
Each of the children is hoping for 
that one special person or family who 
will give them the security of having 
daily and educational needs met.  
 
If sponsors are not found by June 8, 
the children can no longer be 
supported. This means these waiting 
boys and girls will no longer receive 
subsistence for food, daily needs, 
healthcare or education. 
 
If you know of anyone who might be 
interested in becoming a sponsor at 
$55/month, including members of 
church groups or civic clubs, please 
go to the www.songeaskids.org to 
see photos, sign up or make a 
general donation. Questions? 
Contact Linda Hines 425-961-0623. 

June 8 Deadline 

to Find Sponsors 
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One of the exciting successes of 
Songea's Kids is the education of 
the children you sponsor. Almost 
all of the children are currently in 
school. The educational level 
breakdown of the 36 females and 
28 males is as follows: 
 

Nursery School              1 
 

Government Primary  
School    34 
 

Government Secondary 
School    12 
 

Private Secondary School    8 
 

Vocational Technical 
School      3 
 

University Students    1 
 

Not in School      5 

There are a variety of reasons why 
the 5 children are not in school. 
These include pregnancy, mother- 
hood and failure to pass exams to 
advance to the next school level. 
Jirani Mwema continues to provide 
support to these children and will 
help them re-enter school or 
enroll in vocational training. 

All of the children would not be 
able to attend school without your 
continued support. Thanks so 
much for helping them continue 
on the path to become self-
supporting members of their 
community. 

 

 
 
  
 
Remember 12 other orphans have 
been on the list for over a year 
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Creating, Building and Sustaining a  

Better World for Songea’s Chi ldren  
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Writing to a child you have not 
met is not easy.   
 

Writing to a child who lives in 
Africa where letter writing is not 
common and where they speak 
Swahili can be a challenge. 
   

The same can be said in reverse 
for the children, their caregivers 
and leaders in Tanzania.  
 

Jirani Mwema hired a new Child 
Sponsor Coordinator in Songea 
and he has provided new letter 
writing guidelines and will 
expedite the children’s responses 
to sponsors’ letters. Because it 
can be hard to find topics of 
interest, here are a few ideas from 
letters written by other sponsors 
that you might find helpful. 
 
Describe a holiday or special 
event: Do you celebrate 
Christmas? What things so you do 
to celebrate? We send happy 
letters to our friends. We give 
each other gifts. We have special 
meals together. We decorate our 
home and we decorate a tree with 
pretty things. Every one is busy, 
and we wait for Christmas. I wish 
you a very happy Christmas.) 
 
Describe your occupation, 
career or hobby: I have worked 
as a nurse for nearly 40 years. I 
worked in a nursing home, then in 
hospitals. I went back to school 
for another degree in nursing so I 
could work as a community nurse. 

Writing to Children in Africa 

 

Have you 

written to the 

child you 

sponsor in 

recent times? 

It is another 

excellent way 

of supporting 

your child. 

 

Young girl receiving her 
monthly supplies thanks 
to her generous sponsor. 
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I visited people in their homes. 
Now I work part time teaching and 
guiding people caring for older 
people in the community. 
 
Describe the area where you 
live or another area of special 
interest: The country where I live 
is called the United States of 
America. There are 50 states in 
the United States and I live in the 
one called Washington. It is in the 
far Northwest corner of the 
country. Its borders include the 
Pacific Ocean on the west, 
Canada on the north, the state of 
Idaho on the east and the state of 
Oregon on the south. Does your 
school have a map where you 
could find these places? In my 
next letter, I will tell you more 
about Washington State. 
 
We would like to encourage you 
to continue writing to the child you 
sponsor and help them practice 
their letter writing skills and 
respond in English when they are 
in upper classes learning the 
language. These are important life 
skills that will be useful to them as 
young adults. It is another way to 
support them. 
 
As always we appreciate your 
participation and concern for the 
children and hope that you will 
watch them thrive as they grow. 
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Check out Songea’s Kids web site! There is updated information and a copy 

of the 2011 annual report. Go to www.songeaskids.org. 
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In this issue we are featuring two 
of our Songea’s Kids sponsors. 
Mary Lee Landerholm has been 
sponsoring a pre-teen girl since 
the early days of the program. 
Social Justice has always been 
her passion, so when she heard 
about the children served by 
Songea's Kids, she thought, “I 
want to help provide a safe place 
for these children.”  She has a 
special interest in helping girls 
prevent early, unwanted 
pregnancies. 
  
Prior to retirement Mary Lee was 
active in starting the cooperative 
preschools in King County. Later 
she worked as a counselor at 
Youth Eastside Services. She 
earned her BA in early childhood 
education and a Masters in 
guidance and counseling. 
  
Recently Mary Lee moved into 
Bellevue Retirement Home in 
Issaquah, where she keeps busy 
with all the activities and trips. 
 She has four children, ten 
grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren. 
   
Holly Nordal has sponsored a 
teenage girl for a year. She 
learned about the need for 
sponsors when she had coffee 
with Linda Hines, the president of 
Songea's Kids. 

Meet Two Songea’s Kids Sponsors 
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Holly believes that when we are 
blessed with a house to live in and 
have plenty of food to eat, we  
have an obligation to help those 
who are in dire need.  She added, 
it is important to make a 
difference, even if it is just one 
child. In addition to sponsoring a 
child, Holly has recently joined the 
Board of Songea’s Kids.  She took 
on this responsibility after serving 
four years as the president of her 
church. 
  
In addition to becoming an active 
volunteer, Holly’s time is filled with 
her career as a Sales Manager.  
She and her husband are raising 
two sons. One has graduated 
from WSU, and is working and 
living at home. The other son is 
attending college in Hawaii.  
 
We applaud Mary Lee’s and 
Holly’s wonderful contributions to 
the children they sponsor. Thank 
you! 

 
ADDITIONAL NEWSLETTERS 

AVAILABLE 
 

If you would like an electronic 
copy of this or past Newsletters, 
they are available on our site 
www.songeaskids.org. 

They provide useful information. 
Please share them with family and 
friends. 
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The web site has been updated. View the site by going to 

www.songeaskids.org 

 

http://www.songeaskids.org/


 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUESTION: Is there a plan to have another Soirée this year? 
 
ANSWER: Yes, our annual fundraiser, Songea Soireé: SAFARI to 
SUCCESS will be June 6th, 7-9 pm at the Northwest African American 
Museum in Seattle for our annual fundraiser. Enjoy dinner and a silent 
auction of original art. Experience the safari (means “journey” in Swahili) 
of orphans from extreme poverty to self-sufficiency and productive lives 
when given the support to thrive and the opportunity for an education, 
their ticket out of poverty.  
 

 See and hear our children and their caretakers talk about their 
safari in the new video,"Sponsor a Dream."  

 Listen to Special Envoy Nashon Kikalao speak from Tanzania 
about the urgency of this safari.  

 Learn how you can help one of the many orphans make their 
safari successful.  

 Come, bring a friend, support our kids! 

 If you can’t attend, donate online or by mail. 
 
Tickets: Brown Paper Tickets or by phone at (800)838-3006.   
Or mail a check to: 3020 Issaquah-Pine Lk Rd #539,  
                               Sammamish, WA 98075 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Your Burning Q & A’s     
 
 
 

Songea’s Kids 
3020 Issaquah-Pine Lake Rd SE #539 
Sammamish, WA 98075 
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SAFARI  to  SUCCESS 
  

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/367773
tel:%28800%29838-3006

