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In July and August this year, Linda 
Hines, President of Songea's Kids, 
and Hill Pierce, an architect with 
Sundberg Architecture Initiative, 
took a working trip of three (3) 
weeks in Tanzania. According to 
Linda, the highlight of her trip was 
the time she spent with the 
children.  Songea’s Kids sponsored a 
meal at which they could eat as 
much as they wanted. The children 
sang and danced to welcome the 
visitors. 
 
Imagine the children’s delight when 
they received jump ropes, bean 
bags, badminton rackets, soccer 
balls and other recreation for the 
first time. Songea’s Kids Board 
member Mir Hajmiragha reminded 
us that since sponsors are now 
providing the critical basic needs 
and education for the orphans, we 
can remember they are kids and 
want to play. A donor, excited about 
this joyful opportunity, donated $50 
of new, durable equipment that 
could be shared by all the orphans 
and fit into a suitcase beside 
nutritional treats bought with 
sponsor funds.  Linda said, “I have 
never seen the children so excited 
and joyful!” They reached out 
eagerly for the treats, and clamored 
around Hill and Linda to learn how 
to play with each new surprise. 
Jirani Mwema staff and caregivers 
helped with the training.  
  
The children expressed their thanks 
to their sponsors in the Ceremony of 
the Egg.  Each child gave Linda an 
egg, which is very precious in 
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Tanzania. It is a high honor to be 
given an egg (which she later 
shared with people in need).  She 
also received an egg to eat when 
she was invited for tea in the 
homes of several children. At the 
close of the ceremony, Paul 
Mangwe, Chair of Mshangano 
Village, referring to all the 
support the children receive from 
their sponsors, told Linda, "Our 
children are now showing great 
positive changes in terms of life 
due to your assistance. Also… 
there is improvement in terms of 
academic performance. Therefore 
on behalf of them I thank you a 
lot for your concern.” He 
concluded that now the children 
have hope for the future. And 
that has to be the best gift of all. 
  
The rest of the trip was spent in 
more than 50 meetings and 
events in Dar es Salaam and 
Songea. Hill presented the latest 
plans for Hope Village (see the 
video at www.songeaskids.org). 
He also laid the groundwork for 
the chicken project construction 
to begin this year and for building 
the first duplex to house the most 
vulnerable children in 2013. They 
met with many local leaders who 
will ultimately be responsible for 
guaranteeing the land for Hope 
Village and managing the entire 
project.  
 
Read more details about the trip 
in the Songea’s Kids E-News, 

which you will receive soon. 
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Lucy receiving laptop 
from Songea’s Kids’ 
President, Linda Hines

 

http://www.songeaskids.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 
Email letters to the child you sponsor and any photos as 
attachments to Songea’s Kids Child sponsorship Coordinator 
Sophia Kouidou-Giles at songeaskidssophia@gmail.com. Or mail 
them to Sophia at the above address so we can scan them and 
send them to Songea. Since all items go by email to Ester Galus, 
the Child sponsorship Coordinator in Songea, we cannot enclose 
gifts and they get lost in the mail. We will let you know when our 
next trip is planned, and we will save room in suitcases if you want 
to send a small gift. Please try to write a brief letter a minimum of 
twice each year. 

 
                               
 
 
 
 

 
  
  

This newsletter is prepared by three 
retired social workers who previously 
worked in Children's Services for the 
Department of Social and Health 
Services in Washington State.  
 
Winnie Wiatrak and Arlene Miletich 
write the articles and Sophia 
Kouidou-Giles edits and formats the 
stories. Linda Hines, the President of 
the Songeas Kids Board serves as 
advisor and Sally Farrell, Board 
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Is the child you 

sponsor in the 

photo to the right. 

Can you spot 

her/him?   

Summer fun!! Jumping rope 

after a gathering at Mshangano 

village this summer.  
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Chair, oversees distribution. We are 
all volunteers.  
 
If you have any questions, comments 
or suggestions for future issues 
please contact: 
 
Arlene Miletich at 425 39l 0047 or at 
arlene.miletich@yahoo.com or  
 
Winnie Wiatrak at 425 746 2490 or at 
winniewiatrak@comcast.net 
 
 

 
 

care, education and the means to 

transport themselves to school and 

more.  We thank our sponsors for 

contributing to a child’s well being and 

for building this community’s future. 
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Children were gathered and waited for a surprise this summer, when Songea’s 
Kids representatives from the USA arrived for a visit and work sessions with 

staff.  

To stay up to date go to the web site at www.songeaskids.org. 
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Write a letter to 

the child you 

sponsor for the 

holidays. 
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                   Jackson Pili    Dickson Njelekela 

 
 
 
 
 

Six of our children are still awaiting 
sponsors. If you know of anyone 
who is interested in sponsoring an 
orphan, please ask them to visit our 
website www.songeaskids.org and 
go to the Donate page. Or they can 
download forms and mail them to 
the Songea’s Kids address on the 
forms. If you have questions, please 
call or email Arlene Miletich  at 425 
39l 0047 or at 
arlene.miletich@yahoo.com   
Profiles of two children follow: 

DICKSON NJELEKELA 

Dickson has been waiting a long 
time for a sponsor. He is 12 years 
old and is in Standard 5 at Luhara 
Primary School. He is living with his 
Mother and two brothers. His Father 
died when Dickson was 4 years old. 
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Have you shared with 

friends about the 

story of Songea’s 

kids? 

Summer fun!! Jumping rope 

after a gathering at Mshangano 

village this summer.  
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His Mother has been raising the 
family ever since her husband died. 
She has to engage in subsistence 
farming in order to support her 
children. 

JACKSON PILI 

Jackson is 8 years old and in 
Standard One at Namanditi Ward. He 
is living with his sister and 
grandmother who is the caretaker for 
the two children. Jacksons' Mother 
died in 2005 and his Father has 
never taken care of his children. His 
grandmother is disabled and has 
been raising the children since their 
Mothers' death. She is elderly and 
not able to engage in any activities in 
order to provide for the famiy. 
Jackson is doing well with his studies 
but needs more assistance so he can 
prepare for his future. 
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QUESTION: I would like to send a holiday gift to the child I am sponsoring this year.  
How can I accomplish that? 

ANSWER: During the holiday season sponsors often indicate an interest in sending 
gifts to their child. We advise against mailing any gifts as they may not arrive in 
Songea. This village is in the Bush Country of Tanzania and is without reliable mail 
service. If you do want to remember your child in some way, we suggest you 
make a donation in his/her name to the general fund (this is best so we can 
use where need is greatest) or for special needs: three mattresses ($50 each), 
seventeen bicycles ($100 each) or textbooks for the library (any amount in 
$10 increments). 

  
 

 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

www.songeaskids.org 

Songea’s Kids 
3020 Issaquah-Pine Lake Rd SE #539 
Sammamish, WA 98075 
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2012 Songea Soirée A Sensation 
In May 2012 Songea’s Kids donors made the Songea Soirée a night to remember at the NW African American 
Museum in Seattle. The event raised $18,747 to help support the children we sponsor through our Songea partner, 
Jirani Mwema. Each dinner table was “virtually hosted” by one of the children, displaying before and after photos of 
their time under our care.  
      

H   Highlights:. Dinner guests feasted on East African food catered by Camelot Catering and heard an inspiring keynote 
from Jawad Khaki, former Corporate Vice-President of Microsoft, founder of Uhuru Software, Inc. and a native son of 
Songea. Attendees also watched the debut of a video featuring the progress made by the children and a fly-through 
experience of Hope Village.  
 
Jazz music was performed by students from JazzED, a program that expands access to world-class jazz music 
education to aspiring young musicians throughout the Seattle area. Board member Lakesha Knatt’s father, Robert, 
conducted the students and is one of the founders of JazzED, which was established in 2010 

·      
        

 
Save May 2, 2013 on your calendar to join us for our upcoming annual event. 

Your Burning Q & A’s      


